SPREADSHEET-BASED DSS CURRICULUM ISSUES by Bergey, Paul et al.
Association for Information Systems
AIS Electronic Library (AISeL)





North Carolina State University
William Leigh
University of Central Florida
Daniel Power
University of Northern Iowa
Follow this and additional works at: http://aisel.aisnet.org/amcis2002
This material is brought to you by the Americas Conference on Information Systems (AMCIS) at AIS Electronic Library (AISeL). It has been accepted
for inclusion in AMCIS 2002 Proceedings by an authorized administrator of AIS Electronic Library (AISeL). For more information, please contact
elibrary@aisnet.org.
Recommended Citation
Bergey, Paul; Leigh, William; and Power, Daniel, "SPREADSHEET-BASED DSS CURRICULUM ISSUES" (2002). AMCIS 2002
Proceedings. 336.
http://aisel.aisnet.org/amcis2002/336
2448 2002  Eighth Americas Conference on Information Systems
SPREADSHEET-BASED DSS CURRICULUM ISSUES
Moderator:
Cliff T. Ragsdale
Department of Business Information Technology




North Carolina State University
William Leigh
University of Central Florida
Daniel J. Power
University of Northern Iowa
Spreadsheets have become one of the most popular and ubiquitous software packages on the planet. Although the basic
spreadsheet interface has not changed much over the past ten years, the power and functionality underlying its simple row and
column paradigm has grown enormously -- resulting in a sophisticated modeling and programming environment that IS educators
could only dream about a decade ago.  Traditionally, one of the greatest challenges to teaching DSS has been a lack of readily-
available, integrated DSS creation tools -- making it difficult to move from theoretical and conceptual discussions about what a
DSS should do into the more practical how to aspects of building a DSS.  With the introduction of Visual Basic for Applications
(VBA) as the macro language for all Microsoft Office products, Excel now supports virtually all GUI, database, modeling,
artificial intelligence, data analysis, and programming tools required for creating extremely powerful and useful DSS.  This panel
will discuss the participants experiences with designing and teaching spreadsheet-based DSS curriculum at the undergraduate
and MBA levels.
